
 

 

The renewAfrica initiative launch 

4 June 2019 - Grand Hotel de la Minerve, Piazza della Minerva 69, Rome 

Stimulating European commitment for Africa’s RE transition: 

A new holistic European initiative to foster renewable energy market development 

through private investments in Africa 

Africa has a tremendous opportunity to develop its vast renewable energy (RE) resources 

so as to contribute to the continent’s resilient, prosperous and sustainable development. 

Significant progress has been made by multiple international and national RE investment 

support programs, yet more efforts are needed to scale up investments to where they need to 

be. Bringing RE investments in Africa to a transformative scale requires a new type of support 

in terms of overcoming policy and regulatory, administrative and capacity, and access to finance 

challenges. European RE industry, academy and investors are in a position to offer 

leadership and industry field experience on what is needed to make it happen. 

The renewAfrica initiative is conceived to stimulate the creation of a one-stop-shop EU Support 

Program, with its own institutional framework, to effectively strengthen RE investments in 

Africa. Through this initiative, RE leaders cooperate to shape enabling environments for RE 

investment in Africa and enhance European private investment in support of the effective 

deployment of RE market development in Africa. The initiative will seek the inception of a new 

European facilitating instrument that provides adequate support at policy and regulatory level, 

ensures preparation tools across project lifecycles, as well as financial de-risking and capacity 

building measures. 

Joint public-private efforts are more important than ever to realize Africa’s RE transition. The 

renewAfrica initiative launch seeks to engage the RE sector’s most relevant financial, industrial 

and development actors to join forces within the renewAfrica initiative and to actively promote 

its mission and activities. The conference will close with a non-binding Declaration of Intent 

gathering RE institutions, players and companies who commit their interest to shape enabling 

environments for RE investments in Africa to enable sustainable development and jointly 

cooperate to enhance European private investment in support of effective RE market 

development in Africa. 

 

 



 

 

 

08:30-09:00 Registration and welcome coffee 

09:00-10:30 Opening session 

 H.E. Emanuela Claudia Del Re, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, MAECI 

 Antonio Cammisecra - President RES4Med&Africa and CEO Enel Green Power 

 
Video message Romano Prodi, Former President of the European 

Commission and UN special envoy to Africa 

 Setting the context 

 Vera Songwe, Executive Secretary, UNECA 

 
Antonella Baldino, Chief CDP International Development Finance Officer, Cassa 

Depositi e Prestiti (CDP) 

 Maria Shaw-Barragan, Director of Global Partner Countries, EIB 

 
Anne-Charlotte Bournoville, Head of International Relations & Enlargement, 

DG Energy, European Commission 

10:30-10:45 
Presentation of renewAfrica INITIATIVE to promote a EU-led integrated 

PROGRAM to accelerate private sectors investment in RES 

 Paolo Gentili, Director, PwC 

10:45-11:15 Coffee break 

11:15-13:00 How to structure renewAfrica INITIATIVE and which roadmap towards 

an integrated EU-led PROGRAM 

11:15-12:15 Discussion panel and introductory addresses 

 Moderator: Alessandro Grandinetti, Senior Partner, PwC 

 Discussants: 

 Duarte Bello, COO Europe and Brazil, EDP Renováveis 

 Jurgen Reinert, CEO, SMA 

 Markus Tacke, CEO, Siemens Gamesa 

 Enrique Teruel, CEO of Division International, Nordex – Acciona 

 Pedro Huarte Mendicoa Tato, Head of Public Affairs, Vestas 

 Luca Matrone, Global Head of Energy & Utilities, Intesa Sanpaolo 

 Giulio Dal Magro, Head of International Financing, Cassa Depositi e Prestiti 

(CDP)  Paloma Pérez de Vega, Head of Division Project Finance, EIB 

 Hans Jørgen Koch, CEO, Nordic Energy Research  

12:15-12:50 
Open discussion with all invitees and Ceremony: signing of the 

Declaration of Intent 

12:50-13:00 Closing remarks 

 Roberto Vigotti, Secretary General, RES4Africa 

13:00-13:30 Press conference  

13:30-15:00 Lunch buffet at the rooftop terrace 

 


