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RES4AFRICA: a project for a new Africa.

RES4MED, by means of its new project RES4AFRICA, organized the first regional
event “A step change in the Deployment of Renewable Energy in Eastern Africa” in
Nairobi on the 26th and 27th of October 2016, dedicated to the promotion of
renewable energy in East Africa. The RES4AFRICA Project builds upon the successful
experience of solid relationships built by RES4MED in the Middle East and North
Africa. The new initiative aims to generate a better understanding of local energy
needs, and to begin collaborative activities in partnership with the main local and
international stakeholder. About 400 participants joined the RES4Africa event
including government, media, academic and business representatives.

RES4MED President and Enel Green Power CEO, Francesco Venturini said in his
speech: “There are many countries we would like to access with this initiative
including Kenya. Kenya is the country where we want to focus our initial activities
because the business climate, the opportunities and because the regulatory policy in
the matter are probably the most advanced in the continent.

Why are we here as RES4AFRICA? The aim of this association is to ensure that the
public and the private sector can work together, sharing objectives and laying out a
common approach. We do not want to come to Africa to build a power plant. This is
not the reason why we are here. We aim to offer an integrated approach, including
the building of that plant, but mostly focused on the co-operation with local
entities, educating and instructing young people. Local young people will be the
technicians of that power plant. People make a Nation great, and not just the
infrastructures, as has already been said.”

“RES4AFRICA, said Roberto Vigotti, General Secretary of RES4MED, is a leading
platform for public-private dialogue in the Sub-Saharan African renewable energy
context and has a bottom up approach able to propose solutions customized to
local needs.
When addressing the challenge of sustainable energy strategies in the sub-Saharan
region and the role of renewable sources, it is important to understand the real
dimension of the problem, and the availability of current resources”, added Vigotti,
“Africa is rich in resources, but has limited energy access for the population”.

Within this context, the private sector and foreign investors will play a fundamental
role in sustaining new investments, helping increasing the competitiveness of the
system supporting innovation and energy infrastructures.
With a measure of realistic optimism, the 21st Century could truly become the
“African Century” of sustainable energy.
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